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Smokey and the Bandit turns 45!
By Chris Winslow

OK. Admittedly there were no GTOs prominently featured in the
movie Smokey and the Bandit. But, it has to be the most iconic movie ever
made starring a Pontiac.
This year marks 45 years since the movie was first released in May
of 1977. In recognition of that anniversary, Turner Classic Movies has
brought it back to theaters. Marty Howard found out about this and organized a Gateway GTO Movie Night at the AMC Theater in Chesterfield on
May 29th.
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During the introduction by the movie by TCM, they noted how different movies were in those days. Here we have a movie that is essentially
a 90 minute car chase based on two guys bootlegging a semi full of Coors
beer from Texarkana Texas to Atlanta Georgia. They just don’t make
movies with plots that simple any more.
The group from Gateway that attended included Steve and Tammy
Hedrick, Jim and Shelly Schneider, Marty, of course, and also Paula and I
were there.
Actually, Paula and I had just seen the movie a week earlier at the
Skyview drive in, but I was still looking forward to seeing it again on the
big screen complete with all of the original language from Sheriff Buford
T. Justice. In anticipation of the movie, and wanting to have something
appropriate to wear, I had actually purchased a new T-Shirt that I thought
would be the hit of the event. Little did I know I was about to be upstaged
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Smokey and the Bandit

big time!
Shortly after we arrived at the theater and were getting some snacks, in walks Steve and
Tammy and Steve is sporting his full up Buford T Justice costume. He had the look down complete with the 10 gallon hat and even the same medal under the Buford T. Justice nametag!
We all had a great time. This movie is a lot of fun and takes you back to a time before
cell phones and GPS systems. We actually have the DVD that we can watch at home anytime,
but it is just not the same as seeing it on the big screen. Hopefully they will bring it back for
another round in 2027 for the 50th anniversary!
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Presidents Scoop
The President’s Scoop
By Chris Winslow
The GTOAA National Meet is now just days away. Hopefully everyone has the travel
plans and hotel rooms all set. As Tom has told us over the last few months, this is going to be
a really large event. And, given that it is in a part of the country where we have not been for a
convention recently, we will get to see a lot of cars we may not have seen at a meet in a while.
Hopefully everyone’s trip down to the meet will be uneventful, but in case it is not,
Hagerty is providing roadside assistance for GTOAA members who have trouble along the
way. The flyer with the details is included in the newsletter, so be sure to take a copy with you
just in case.
There are a lot of great activities planned for the event including the chance to drive the
track at Bristol, so it promises to be a busy week. That said, if there are any of you interested in
helping out with the Concours Judging, we have a huge number of cars registered this year so
we could use some extra help. I am looking for at least 2 more people to help with the Next
Gen cars and we are also going to be shorthanded on the classic GTOs. So, please consider
helping out if you can.
As was discussed at the meeting this month, the Wheels In Motion event will be here
before we know it, so now would be a great time to start gathering prizes for our raffle. I have
included the flyer for that event in the newsletter and I have lots more printed up. If you would
like some to take when you talk to your favorite stores and restaurants about contributing a
prize or gift card, just let me know Also, this year the event is going to be on September 11th,
so it would be great if we could organize a tribute to first responders for this year like we have
done in the past. They have had a rough few years recently and could use some positive recognition. We can talk about that more at the meeting in July,
Finally, the 11th Annual All Pontiac show at the Pontiac Museum is shaping up nicely.
We are going to follow the same format as last year where the Saturday Evening activity will be
a cruise in and concert. This year the City has booked the Neverly Brothers for the event. Registration information is up on the website and I also included a registration form in the newsletter. As always, if you have any questions, just give me a call.
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Meeting Minutes
Minutes 6/6/2022

Fri-Sun June 17-19, Route 66 Festival in Lebanon, MO

7:01 PM – Meeting Start – Brian O’Sullivan Tues-Sat June 28—July 2, GTOAA Annual
Convention in Kingsport TN
Leading
New Members- No new members
7:12 GTOAA

Old Business

Immanuel Lutheran Car show- Tom Oxler and Tom Oxler discussed the spoof emails that are
Earl Lewis went and said they had a huge turn- disguised as GTOAA. Be careful!
out.
GTOAA Nats Stats - 10 Cars at 1 time on
Bristol racetracks- 7 complete laps and a photo
Smokey and the Bandit 45th Anniversary
will be taken
showing- 7 people went including the
Hedricks, the Winslows, this Schneiders and
Marty. Steve Hedrick dressed up as Buford T
7:22 Tech
Justice.
Matt Trani-had a 3D printer. He can make hard
to find items such as clips

7:03 – New Business

Fallen Office Kunze’s 1966 GTO still needs
parts and money to help restore his car.

Wheels in Motion

Moved to parking lot on the south west side of Will Bowers has a flat tire, called AAA sugthe mall. Previous location will be under con- gested a 19MM travel socket.
struction for new apartments.
Elliot is looking for about 200 small giveaways (pens or keychains) - Earl Lewis said he
will provide the giveaways
GTOAA Regional Car Show-2022
$1450 raised from sponsors to date

7:25 Club Personals
Saundra Melrose is still recovering in the hospital. Hopes to be in a rehab by the end of the
week
Tootie May is having gallbladder surgery on
June 28th and the bladder surgery in August

1st registrations received
Handed out lots of flyers at the Firebird Fest
Pontiac has booked The Neverly Brothers for
Saturday concert

Darrell May in taking a CPAP test and has other upcoming appointments.

Escape room

7:32 Adjourn

Marty is looking into this but was not at the
meeting

50/50 won by Tom Fox, $29.00.

July Cruises
Looking for volunteers-Lots of flyers for other
events
Scheduled upcoming Events
Thurs-Sun June 2-5, Pontiacs at Pigeon Forge
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Gateway GTO
Membership Renewal
Gateway GTO Dues for 2022 are $20 and
are due by the annual Gateway GTO Pizza Party.
• Send dues to Will Bowers by mail or pay
in person at the Next Meeting
Will’s Address:
4213 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304
• In order to Renew with Gateway GTO,
members must be members in good standing with GTOAA.
Contact Chris Winslow if
you have any questions on
renewing your Gateway
GTO membership
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GTOAA Membership Renewal
GTOAA Dues are to be paid directly to
GTOAA
• Do not send GTOAA dues to Will Bowers.
Instead renew directly with GTOAA by mail
or at www.gtoaa.org.
• All Gateway GTO Members must be
GTOAA members in good standing.
• Please contact GTOAA Chapter Representative Tom Oxler with any questions:

Tom Oxler Contact Info:
Phone: 636-928-5548
Email: toxler@prodigy.net
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2022 GATEWAY GTO
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June
2 – GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s
2 - 5 - Pontiacs at Pigeon Forge
17 - 19 - Route 66 Festival in Lebanon, MO
28 - July 2 - GTOAA Nationals at Kingsport, TN
July
7 – GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s
30 - Christmas in July Toy Drive and Car Show at Dents Express, 13836 Manchester Road,
St. Louis, MO 63011 from 12 to 4.
August
4 – GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s
12 - 14 - Ames Tri Power Nationals

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG

Gateway GTO Classifieds
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(314) 838-5533

(314) 496-7368

Jon’s Tri-Power Service

Jon F. Havens
Owner

126 Afshari Drive
Florissant, MO 63034
jfhavens@sbcglobal.net

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service

Jonathan Havens

13 Shamblin Dr.
Florissant, MO 63034

CLICK HERE FOR GATEWAY GTO APPAREL CLUB STORE
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President
Chris Winslow
644 Emge Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow@charter.net
Vice President IL.
Dan Jackson
P.O. Box 234
Greenville, IL 62246
618-664-0437
dajalj@gmail.com
Secretary
Amy O’Sullivan
2576 Westrick Drive
Maryland Heights MO 63043
314-225-7241
pooky1891@gmail.com
Photo Album Editor
Laura Kiefer
70 Keystone Drive
Old Monroe, MO 63369
1977kieferla@gmail.com
Web
Chris Winslow
644 Emge Rd.
O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow@charter.net
Charity Chairman
Bob Blattel
4564 Austin Knoll Court
St. Charles MO 63304
636-441-3141
bob@blattels.com

Vice President Mo
Brian O’Sullivan
2576 Westrick Drive
Maryland Heights MO 63043
314-225-7240
bosullivan@hunter.com
Treasurer
Will Bowers
4213 Napa View Lane
St. Charles, MO 63304

618-791-3110

wwbdsb@yahoo.com
GTOAA Chapter Rep.
Tom Oxler
450 Muirfield Drive
St. Charles, MO 63304
636-928-5548
toxler@prodigy.net
Club Events Chairman
Marty Howard
7 Newcastle CT
St. Charles MO 63301
636-724-8641
nycgto@att.net
Newsletter Editor
Chris Winslow
644 Emge Rd.
O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow@charter.net
Photographer
Chris Winslow
644 Emge Rd.
O’Fallon MO 63366
636-294-8104
chriswinslow@charter.net

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads are free to members. Classified ads up to 50
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.
Gateway GTO Club Information
The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a common interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newsletter called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activities as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303
The yearly dues for Gateway GTO is $20. The dues are due
by the Pizza Party in January. All Gateway GTO members
must be a member in good standing with GTOAA. You are
allowed to have one associate member.

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take pictures of future events that you think would be good
for our Photo Album, please send them to the newsletter editor.
The Hood Scoop is published as an informative
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on
past, present, and future events.
Advertising is free for members in good standing.
Advertising rates for non members are:
$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months,
your logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link
to your website from our Related Website Link
space.

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America
www.gtoaa.org

Visit us at
www.gatewaygto.org or
www.gatewaygto.com
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644 Emge Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366
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