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2019 Annual Gateway GTO Picnic and Washer Tournament 

by Gail Schott 

This yearôs picnic was held on Sunday, October 6.  It was pushed 
out a little bit in order to avoid the heat that we had last year.  As it turned 
out, the weather was cooler, but along with the cooler temperatures we had 
overcast skies.  This did not daunt our hearty crew of BBQôrs!  This year 
we had the expertise of Tony Bezzole, Rich Vie, Richie Vie and Robert An-
derson.  Collectively they put out another great array of barbequed meats 
for us to enjoy. 

Terry and Gail Schott arrived at 8:00 AM and started the task of 
cleaning out the BBQ pits.  As it turned out, the used charcoal had already 
been dumped and 
we just had to wire-
brush the grates and 
load them up with 
fresh charcoal and 
set them afire.  To-
ny arrived shortly, 
and we completed 
the cleaning and 
firing task.  Rich 
Vie arrived and as 
soon as the coals 
were ready, they 
started loading up 
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Gateway GTO Picnic 

the grills with pork steaks, chicken 
breasts, hamburgers, bratwurst, and 
hot dogs.  Around 11 AM, members 
started arriving, and by the time it 
was all over we had approximately 
48 members who participated in the 
lunch and washer tournament. 

 Many thanks to Barb Lewis, 
who even though is now retired, is 
keeping in good graces with her for-
mer employer in order to borrow the 
many washer games that they have.  
Many of us played in the tourna-
ment again.  Even though some 
light rain showers showed upé, the 
games went on!  The competition 

and anticipation were at their 
max.  The washers would clang 
into the box, but with frustra-
tioné, would often bounce 
right back out onto the pave-
ment!  Ahhé, but when they 
would ñstickò, shouts of joy 
would erupt from the team!  
Tony Bezzole was once again 
on the winning team.  He and 
Joe Mayweather beat out the 
competition.  Tom Oxler and Will Bowers, each holding up one finger must have thought they 
were number 1?!  But alas, no, those were big ñLôsò,  éthe winners of the ñLosers!ò 

So, whether you were relaxing and watching the game, perusing thru the magazines that 
Will Bowers was trying to purge before their move, scratching your head while watching Bob 
Blattel perform some of his magic, or ñthrowinô them washersò, everyone seemed to have a 
great time. 
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Presidents Scoop 

The Presidents Scoop 
By Terry Schott 

 

The start of the holiday season is upon us and our Gateway GTO activities are winding 
down for the year.  On October 13, we had our annual fall wine cruise to Montelle Winery.  The 
weather was great, which was a pleasant surprise after all the rainy weekend events.  Gateway 
had a great turnout with many GTOôs.  We moved a bunch of tables from the upper level to 
make one very long table, as well as a shorter table.  We also had a group of people from the 
Arch Chapter of POCI join us.  We were glad to have them there.  The musical entertainment 
was great and I think everyone really had a good time. 

Your Gateway officers had an officers meeting at the home of Chris and Paula Winslow 
to discuss a few issues.  A big thank you to Chris and Paula for hosting the meeting.  The club 
is financially sound, but we feel that we need to look forward to ensure that it stays that way.  
Income from a previous lawsuit settlement, as well as proceeds from hosting the 2017 GTOAA 
convention, made it possible to eliminate Gateway membership dues for a number of years.  
The $35 dues that we charge go directly to GTOAA to pay for their annual dues.  It is a good 
way to maintain our 100% status with GTOAA.  We do have normal operating expenses for the 
club, and we felt that we need to go back to an income source to help offset that.   

I had already covered all of this in a previous email, but I thought it would be good to 
remind everyone here as well.  Starting January 2020, all GTOAA dues will still be required to 
be paid, but in 2020 we are asking all members to mail them directly to GTOAA.  You can also 
do it online through the GTOAA website.  Click on the top bar, ñJoinò tab, and it will take you 
right to it.  As of January, 2021 Gateway will again start charging annual dues, comparable to 
what we used to charge.  They will be due at the annual pizza party.  For those not able to at-
tend, they will be due by January 30.  We will award a 30 day grace period after which your 
membership will be dropped. 

We will continue to have the January pizza party, the barbeque/picnic in the fall, and our 
Christmas party in December.  The cost for the Christmas party will need to increase to help 
cover the cost of the meal.  These measures will help to ensure the financial security of the club.   

 Once again this year we will be collecting toys for our annual toy drive for St. Teresa 
and Bridget parish in north St. Louis.  Please donate new or gently used unwrapped toys to help 
the needy children.  The toy drive ends on December 6 and there will be 6 drop-off sites around 
the area that you can use.  A flyer with more info will be emailed.   

Our final event of 2019 will be our Christmas party.  It will be held at the same venue 
again this year, the Webster Groves Barn, on Saturday, December7.  It will run from 5 ï 10 PM.  
We will have a buffet meal and the cost will be $20 per person.  We will also have our ñRob-
Your-Neighborò gift exchange for anyone who wants to participate.  Please send your checks to 
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Will Bowers, 1 Goshen Woods Dr., Edwardsville, IL 62025, by November 23 so that we can 
get our headcount for food.  A flyer for it will also be sent. 

I hope all of you will be able to attend.  Be sure to mark your calendars and get your res-

ervations to Will.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

Presidents Scoop 
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Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 

Minutes 
11/7/19 

 
7:03PM ï Meeting Start 

Old Business ï Terry Schott said that we were 
able to give a $2,250 check to the Pontiac Mu-
seum after the Pontiac Regional Event 

Terry Schott talked about the Wheels in Mo-
tion show. Even though the show was can-
celled due to inclement weather, we were able 
to raise $850. A donor has offered to match 
our donation, so we will be able to give $1,700 
to the charity. 

Terry Schott talked about the club picnic. 
There was a great turnout despite the rain. The 
food was excellent. Tony Bezzole won the 
washer tournament for the third time. 

Mark Melrose talked briefly about the Montel-
le Winery Cruise. Everyone had a great time. 

Laura Kiefer is working on the club photo al-
bum for this years activities. 

Officers Meeting: Terry Schott spoke about the 
Officerôs Meeting held in October. Several 
items were covered. In 2020 the Gateway GTO 
Association will no longer accept dues on be-
half of the GTOAA. The membership will now 
be responsible for turning in their renewals di-
rectly to the GTOAA based on their start date 
with the organization. For 2020 there will still 
be no additional dues for membership in The 
Gateway GTO Association. In 2021 we will be 
re-activating annual dues for membership in 
the Gateway GTO Association, all to be due in 
January of each year. It was also decided to 
increase the price to attend the annual Christ-
mas party, to help recover some of the consid-
erable cost of putting it together. It will in-
crease to $20 per person, starting with the 2019 
Christmas Party. It was also decided to elimi-
nate the annual club participation award due 
low participation in the program. 

The GTOAA will be taking over all major du-
ties for the annual GTOAA Nationals from 
2021 forward. The events would still be hosted 

and worked by local clubs, but GTOAA will 
handle all of the planning and heavy footwork. 

7:21 ï New Business 

Officer Nominations ï There was only one 
nomination for a new officer this year. It was 
Tom Oxler for chapter representative. The cur-
rent chapter rep is Frank Chapman, who will 
be stepping down. Since all current and nomi-
nated officers would be running unopposed it 
was decided to forgo a standard vote. At the 
meeting the current club secretary Brian 
OôSullivan placed a single vote across the 
board to accept all current and nominated into 
office. 

Terry Schott and Chris Winslow discussed 
proposed changes to the club bylaws. These 
will be needed after the annual dues are altered 
in 2021, in an effort to keep the Gateway GTO 
Association at 100% GTOAA membership. 
Mark Melrose made a motion to vote on the 
proposed bylaw changes, seconded by Paula 
Winslow. There was a vote with 40 members 
in good standing in attendance. The bylaw 
changes were approved unanimously. 

Terry Schott talked about the annual Christmas 
Toy Drive. Please contact info@blattels.com 
for more information. The drive ends on De-
cember 6th. 

Terry Schott talked about the Christmas Party.  

7:35 ï Upcoming events 

12/7 ï Annual Christmas Party. $20 per person 
to be paid to Will Bowers. 

1/??/20 ï Pizza Party. Time and location to be 
determined. We are currently searching for a 
new location due to price increase at Pirroneôs 
last year. 

7:42 ï GTOAA ï Frank Chapman spoke about 
the upcoming national event in Wichita, KS. 
Registration for the event should be open on 
December 1st. 

It was mentioned that anyone with a GTOAA 
membership can get a free bidderôs pass for 

mailto:info@blattels.com
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Mecum Auto Auctions. 

7:47 ï Tech ï Chris Simmons talked about dif-
ferent headliner materials. 

Earl Lewis talked about the break in that oc-
curred in his Avalanche. He said that insurance 
should replace any seat that gets glass in it due 
to a shattered window. 

7:56 ï Personals 

Dory Havens mother passed away 

Donna Bowers recovering from breast cancer 
surgery 

Tom Oxler will soon have his other shoulder 
worked on 

Terri Oxler will soon have surgery on her hand 
for skin cancer 

Evelyn Beswick is recovering from cancer 

Cecil and Annette Morton are working through 
Cecilôs ailment 

Dave Huesgen is doing better after his seizure.  

Ashley Lewis had surgery on her nose to repair 
damage done from her seizure. 

8:00 ï Motion to Adjourn by John Taylor, se-
conded by Craig Glenn.  

50/50 of $43 won by Mark Melrose 

Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 
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