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Our 1966 GTO
By Tom and Terrie Oxler

My interest in GTOs began in a barber shop in Belton, MO when I
was 15 years old. I was reading a Sports Illustrated (they would not let me
have the adult magazines) and noticed an ad for Pontiacs. It showed the
1966 Catalina 2 + 2, the LeMans Sprint with the OHC six and the GTO.
There was a postcard attached to the ad and if returned, Pontiac would send
you a large poster. Well I removed the postcard without anyone seeing me
and sent it in. In about a month, I had my poster and looked at it every day
hoping someday, I would have a GTO.
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
GTO of the Month

1

The Presidents Scoop

4

Convention Corner

7

Gateway GTO Activities 9
Calendar

18

GTO Marketplace

19

GGTOA Info Page

24

Terrie and I dated throughout high school and were married in 1971
while I was still in college at Central Missouri State. I commuted to school
in the early morning and then went to work at my Dad’s hardware store in
the evening while Terrie worked as a secretary at Richards-Gebaur Air
Force Base and later as a legal secretary for a law firm. After several years
of trying to have children, we adopted Julie and then 3 years later Dan
through Catholic Charities. When Julie arrived, Terrie “retired” to be a stay
at home mom and did some accounting for my Dad’s hardware store from
home. After graduating college in 1973, I started working for King Radio
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in the research and development group designing navigation and communication radios for
airplanes. In 1977, I began working for Southwestern Bell Telephone as an engineer in Kansas City. In 1984, I was promoted and transferred to St. Louis and we bought a home in St.
Charles. I worked for Southwestern Bell, SBC
and now AT&T for 28+ years and retired in
2005.

swer.

Soon, I joined GTOAA and the Gateway GTO Club. I picked up a card from someone’s GTO at a car show and I called Marty
Howard who invited us to a meeting which I
attended at McDonald’s Bar in Hazelwood.
Here I met Jim Kiburz, Steve Hedrick, Will
Bowers and Chris Simmons who was the current President. After the meeting, several
Once our daughter Julie was married in members came out to the parking lot to look
2000, I began to look seriously for a GTO. I
my car over. I was really impressed that the
had a good friend of mine from SBC who
club took such an interest in me and my GTO.
owned several GTOs and knew much more
Terrie and I began attending club functions
about them than I did. I would ask him ques- including the Christmas Party in 2001 held at
tions or bring in ads from the internet and we Steve and Tammy Hedrick’s house. We had a
would discuss driver versus show car. He
great time.
eventually convinced me that I wanted a driver
I have had to do many repairs and resso I could “fry the tires” anytime I wanted. In torations to my GTO due in part to the way I
July 2001, I found a 1966 red GTO post coupe drive it. As my buddy said, you need a driver
on the internet in Pewaukee, Wisconsin. My
since you are going to fry the tires every time
buddy and I drove up one Friday morning,
you get in that thing. He was right and 3 endrove the GTO around Pewaukee for an hour gines later, the GTO has a stroked 400 to a 461
and drove it home. It was like bringing home with Kaufmann heads, 6.8 inch rods, Tripower,
our children Julie and Dan for the first time. I a Tremec TKO600 5 speed and Vintage Air for
wanted everyone to see what I had just acTerrie making about 450 hp at the rear wheels.
quired. All the neighbors came over to look
I was invited by High Performance Magazine
and asked a lot of questions I could not an-
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to participate in the Pavement Pounder Shoot
out at the 2006 Nationals in Louisville, Kentucky. I was trembling on every pass as we
drove the GTO to Louisville and I was not sure
how I would get it home if I broke it. My best
pass was an 8.13 @ 88.37mph which equates
to a 12.75 @ 109.58mph. HPP recalculates the
best time for temperature, humidity and altitude and that is 12.17 @ 114.82. The article
appeared in the July, 2007 edition of High Per-

came about after a trip to the Michigan 500 in
2008 with Cecil and Annette Morton. The car
had just been painted and Cecil got both of us
invited to Vintage Car display with 3M. We
were two of about 25 vintage cars located in
front of the 3M display which was right in the
path that all of the spectators would have to
walk to get into the speedway. There was the
truck race on Friday, the Nationwide race on
Saturday and the Sprint Cup race on Sunday so

formance Pontiac.

approx. 300,000 people walked by the cars on
their way to the races. The crowds were unbelievable. There was a street rod, a Jack Roush
Drag car and mine that could open the headers.
Each of us would take a turn starting up the
cars and then opening the headers. The spectators were like moths to a flame. Within about
2 minutes, you could no longer see the car as
the people were 15 – 20 deep. On the way
back to Cecil’s brother’s house, the engine
made a very loud banging sound and white
smoke came immediately out of the exhaust. I
was able to stop the engine fairly quick but the
damage was done. Cecil’s brothers help me

In 2008, I decided the paint was in need
of restoration so I took the car to Cecil Morton’s CeeJay Autobody in Granite City. Cecil
stripped it down to bare metal and we found 40
years of dings, dents and rust that needed repair. I got the car back in early April just in
time to get it out into the sun where the new
metallic paint really shines. The body is absolutely straight even on those huge rear quarters
that are so difficult to get right. Cecil is an artist when it comes to metal.
This latest engine, the stroked 400
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pull the head only to find that a screw from the
rear two barrel had worked loose and had
fallen into the #8 cylinder beating up the piston
and aluminum head and cracking the block.
That motor was somewhat unique in that it was
a 389 bored .065 over and stroked to 4.25 making it a 454. Yes a Pontiac 454. It drove those
Chevy guys crazy. Thanks to Cecil and his
family, I was able to get the car back, the engine pulled and back into my garage waiting
on MBJ Machine and Jim Moran to produce
another stump pulling motor, the 461. Hopefully, this will be my last motor for a while. At
least that is what I keep telling Terrie.

more since I “cratered” the transmission one
evening.

Terrie and I cannot express our sincere
gratitude to the friends we have come to know
with owning a GTO and being a member of the
Gateway GTO Club and GTOAA. From Prom
Night, to our Route 66 Cruise to California, to
Drag Days, Club Picnics, the Christmas Parties
and just plain cruising on a Sunday afternoons
with friends, we have enjoyed ourselves immensely. Some of my friends have called me
the world’s oldest teenager but I never had a
car like the GTO when I was younger so I have
all of this teen aged mischief still inside just
Terrie has enjoyed the old GTO almost fighting to get out.
as much as I have so in August of 2007, I
Thanks everyone for making our GTO
bought a red 2006 for our anniversary. The
such an enjoyable experience.
first thing she did to it was to get the personalized license plate: MRS GTO. It fits her perfectly. She does not let me drive it much any-
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Presidents Scoop
The Presidents Scoop
By Kerry Friedman
Despite the year end heavy rains and flooding, most of us have had a fairly mild winter so
far. We can and should always expect some bitter cold and snowy days, but nothing like the 3 +/foot snow they got on the East of us. Hope all of those fine GTO’s are tucked away safe and
warm. I can only remember one major snow storm back in the late 50’s when the school bus got
stuck and we had to go inside someone’s house to stay warm. Don’t know how much we had that
day. And the other major one I remember was around 1982 when I believe we had about 18” of
snow. I had to stay in a Hotel near West-Port where we were having a seminar on Pumps, and didn’t go back to work for a couple of days. Now days with better plowing procedures, the chemicals
they use, and four-wheel drive vehicles getting around is easier, but still better to stay home and
out of harm’s way.
You are probably tired of hearing this from me, but we need all the membership renewals
sent in and paid to Will Bowers so we can forward all the dues to the GTOAA.
2016 will be another fun year for the Gateway GTO Club, with various cruises, car shows,
meetings, our Picnic, The GTOAA National in Belleview, Washington, and the on-going planning
for our GTOAA Convention in 2017. We always have a good time whatever we do together, and
sometimes we do the same thing year after year. That is Not bad, but we are always open to new
ideas and new places to go. I am still hoping to get speakers to our meetings to talk about new
products, or other interesting things that we could learn from or simply enjoy. So again, contact
your friendly Officer and let him know of your ideas.
Here is an update of what is happening with our 2017 convention:
The convention will be Wednesday, June 28 – Saturday July 1, 2017. As sponsoring Chapter our duties will start at least one or two days before, depending on the function of that
committee. The convention will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield, Il, and as a 2nd
hotel, the Holiday Inn Express, next door. We felt that this was an ideal Hotel, with an 800 car
parking lot, for a Car Show with indoor paring for 70 cars for the Concourse judging. They are
constantly having car events there and do a good job with them.
The schedule is evolving with cruises, speakers, an Indoor Parking Lot Party,
many local Historic attractions, that should attract families from all over, Route 66 cruises and
who knows what else we might plan.
The committees are forming and duties being set.
Currently we are having planning meetings at the Sport Café. Anyone is welcome to attend if you are interested in becoming involved in the convention. The next Convention Planning meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 15 at 7:00 PM (Dinner at 6:00).
Our first Regular meeting is February 4, at 7:00PM at the
Sport’s Café. Hope you can make it.
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Gateway GTO Annual Financial Report

GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION
INCOME AND EXPENSE SUMMARY AS OF 12/31/15
CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE 12/31/14
INCOME
DUES TO GTOAA
50/50
CHRISTMAS PARTY
SPONSORSHIPS/ADVERTISING
REGIONAL MEET
TRIVIA
GGTO GEAR
TOTAL INCOME

$18,020.60
2,030.00
363.00
585.00
600.00
7,040.00
160.00
386.00
11,164.00

EXPENSES
PIZZA PARTY
NATIONALS 2017
SCRAP BOOK
CHRISTMAS PARTY
PICNIC
DUES TO GTOAA
PRINTING, SIGNS, STICKERS
WEBSITE
REGIONAL MEET
AWARDS
WHEELS IN MOTION
LUAU
MISC. EXPENSES

533.77
500.00 BAND DEPOS
265.00
1,566.60
335.90
1,825.00
492.75
299.46
6,914.60
203.87
250.00
285.39
132.21

TOTAL EXPENSES
CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE 12/31/15
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13,604.55

‐13,604.55
$15,580.05
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Convention Corner
2017 will be here before we know it. As we prepare to host the GTOAA convention,
Tom Oxler has put together a tentative set of committee assignment. These are intended as a
starting point, so please take a look at your assignment and if you would prefer to be in a different group, please let us know.

REGISTRATION

Committee Members

Terrie Oxler
Tod Lieble
Chair
Brian & Amy O'Sullivan
Chris Winslow
Paula Winslow
636-939-2770
Jim & Mary McCarthy
chriswinslow@charter.net Mary Ann Ray

HOTEL
Chair
Mark Melrose
314-968-3106
mjmelrose@aol.com

Committee Members
Denny Gunn
Harry Smelcer
Dave Island

ACTIVITIES
Chair
Terry Schott
636-273-6313
tschott@kelpe.com

CAR SHOW/TECH/
LOT
Chair
Frank Chapman
618-523-4636
cchapman7328@att.net

VENDORS/SWAP
MEET
Chair
Will Bowers
618-656-1899
wwbdsb@yahoo.com

SPONSORS/
SPEAKERS

Darrell & Tootie May
John & Linda Kehrein
Andrew O'Sullivan
Mike & Maggie Wilson
Bev Mayweather

Paul Kondrick

Committee Members
Gail Schott
Earl & Barb Lewis
Marty Howard
Leroy & Debbie Brune
John Folluo

Brian Ray
Bill Craft
Jim Mutz
Annette Morton
Donna Bowers

Committee Members
Harry Timmerman
Lucas Hedrick
John Taylor
Terry Schneider
Pat Garvey
Joe Mayweather
Bill Hargrave

Tony Bezzole
Rich Vie
Mike McNeal
Dan Jackson
Jeff Bond
Ken Boyer
Larry Frederick

John Hunt
John Lally
Brian Lavac
George Jeter
Tom Fox

Committee Members
Cecil Morton
Chris Simmons
John Novelli
Doug Wollgast
Craig Glen

Jeff Heinie
Jeff Homsher
John Rolfes
Roger Maczura

Committee Members

Jon Havens
Bob Blattel
Chair
Dave Huesgen
John Johnson
Jim Moran
573-581-8013
johnjohn@midamerica.net Jim Kiburz

Danny Schmidt
Charley & Jeanne Simpson
Carl Thoenen
Scott Brandt
Scott Hudler
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Convention Corner

Gateway Girls:
At our convention in 2017 we will have an indoor parking lot
party complete with a 9-piece band. The party will be called
“Its My Party” with a sock hop theme. We are going to encourage each chapter to choose an era, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s,
1980s, and dress accordingly.
The Gateway Activities Committee has chosen the 1950s era,
so poodle skirts are in order for the girls. Barb Lewis has graciously volunteered to make the skirts for $20 and we can order black GTO pink rhinestone shirts through the club store
for $24. If you want to order a poodle skirt contact Barb 636219-4936 or Gail Schott 314-952-9832 with size (waist measurements so material can be purchased. Work has already begun on the skirts.
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Gateway GTO Activities
Annual Pizza Party
By Chris Winslow
The Midwest winter is now in full swing. For me that means that the GTO is safely covered and tied to the Battery Tender and there it will stay until the last of the salt is gone from the

roads in March or April. The official start to the St. Louis car show season, the Easter Car
Show in Forrest Park is still 2 months away. On top of that, the St. Louis Autoshow, which
used be a must see event, has become so small and dull that Paula and I don’t even go anymore.
So, the Gateway GTO Annual Pizza Party is one of the few bright spots to an otherwise dreary
January.
We had the party again this year a Pirrone’s in North County. Since Pirrones is already
one of my favorite pizza places, an afternoon of free pizza with the Gateway gang is something
that I look forward to all month.
Kerry did hold a brief club meeting and also a raffled off some club gear, but otherwise it
was pretty much a typical Gateway GTO even. Lots of eating and lots of car talk!
Pirrone’s laid out a great variety of pizzas and kept them coming. There were also salads
available for those that wanted them. Everyone had a great time and got just a bit of a GTO fix
to hopefully tide us all over until the first meeting in February……...
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Gateway GTO Activities
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Year Of The 6’s

Calling all owners of 1966 and 2006 GTO’s!
This year, in celebration of:
50th Anniversary of the 1966 GTO
10th Anniversary of the 2006 GTO
The Hoodscoop will be featuring Car of the Month articles on the
anniversary years
If you own one of these special cars, please get to work on your article(s) and get them to Chris Winslow
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Still looking for a 2005 Automatic Car - All other slots have been filled
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To access form from GatewayGTO.com, click below
http://www.gatewaygto.org/clubpoints.html
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2015/2016 GATEWAY GTO
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December
5 - Gateway GTO Annual Christmas Party (CLUB SPONSORED)
January
17 - Pizza Party at Pirrone’s Pizza, 1775 Washington Street, Florissant MO 63033 1-4
February
4 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED)

12 - Classic Car Trivia Night at Moolah Shrine 12545 Fee Fee Road from 7:00 to 11:00 (CLUB
SPONSORED)
March
3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED)
27 - Easter Car Show at the Muny Upper Lot (Details to follow)
April
7 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Sports Café (CLUB SPONSORED)

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG
Gateway GTO Classifieds
Wanted: Running Pontiac V-8 (prefer 400 or 455) to put in 69 GTO project as interim motor.
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013
Wanted: ‘69 light-weight front end parts.
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013
Wanted: ‘70 GTO decent used or better original RED interior pieces.
johnjohn@midamerica.net 573-581-8013

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE CLASSIFIEDS
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For sale - 50,000 BTU Heater
Call Joe Mayweather at 314-741-6245
THE HOOD SCOOP
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GATEWAY GTO 30th ANNIVERSARY
TEE SHIRTS

Gray; S-XL $14
White; S-XL $13

2X-3X $16
2X-3X $15

Shirts are available for purchase at club functions or
contact Kerry Friedman
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Sales: 888-672-2855
Service: 888-672-2856
Parts: 888-672-2855

Gateway Buick GMC serving
the St. Louis area
OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

820 James S. McDonnell Blvd
Hazelwood MO 63042
www.stlouisbuickgmc.com
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(314) 838-5533

(314) 496-7368

Jon’s Tri-Power Service
Jon F. Havens
Mary Ann Havens
Owners

126 Afshari Drive
Florissant, MO 63034
jfhavens@sbcglobal.net

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service

Jonathan Havens

13 Shamblin Dr.
Florissant, MO 63034

HOME

CAR

BUSINESS

LIFE
Auto ● Home ●Life●Business
1309 Caulks Hill Rd
St. Charles, MO 63304
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932
Fax: 636-441-2482
elewis@farmersagent.com
Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years.
Service and advice is his #1 priority.
Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home.
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President
Kerry Friedman
11580 State Road WW
Dittmer, MO 63023
573-678-2353
kerry63023@yahoo.com
Vice President IL.
Frank Chapman
10120 Hickory Lane
Bartelso, IL 62218
618-523-4636
cchapman7328@att.net
Secretary
Brian O’Sullivan
10537 St. Phillip Lane
St. Anne, MO 63074
314-2257240
bosullivan@hunter.com
Photo Album Editor
Terrie Oxler
450 Muirfield Dr.
St. Charles MO 63304
636-928-5548
toxler@prodigy.net
Web
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters MO 63376
636-939-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net
Charity Chairman
Bob Blattel
4564 Austin Knoll Court
St. Charles MO 63304
636-441-3141
bob@blattels.com

Vice President Mo
Terry Schott
18903 Saint Albans Road
Glencoe, MO 63038
636-273-6313
tschott@kelpe.com
Treasurer
Will Bowers
#1 Goshen Woods
Edwardsville IL. 62025

618-791-3110
wwbdsb@yahoo.com
GTOAA Chapter Rep.
Steve Hedrick
3676 Morgan Way
Imperial MO 63152
636-942-4020
sthedrick@aol.com
Club Events Chairman
Marty Howard
7 Newcastle CT
St. Charles MO 63301
636-724-8641
nycgto@att.net
Newsletter Editor
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters MO 63376
636-939-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net
Photographer
Chris Winslow
44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters MO 63376
636-937-2770
chriswinslow@charter.net

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.

Gateway GTO Club Information
The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a common interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newsletter called “The Hood Scoop”. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activities as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club
meets every first Thursday of the month at Sports Café 3579
Pennridge Dr, Bridgeton, MO 63044

Membership dues are $35.00 per year and all renewals
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are allowed to have one associate member.

Club Sponsor

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album
If you have photos of past events or if you take pictures of future events that you think would be good
for our Photo Album, please send them to the
newsletter editor.
The Hood Scoop is published as an informative
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on
past, present, and future events.
Advertising rates are:
$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to
your website from our Related Website Link space.
$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page,
and a link to your website from our Related Website Link space.

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the
GTO Association of America

The Gateway GTO Association
is an official chapter of the
GTO Association of America
www.gtoaa.org

Visit us at
www.gatewaygto.org or
www.gatewaygto.com
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44 Marcus Drive
St. Peters, MO 63376
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